Use of company stock ownership records to locate subjects lost to follow-up.
When 10,766 members of a refinery retrospective cohort study were assessed for vital status using conventional company and Social Security Administration records, the status of 370 remained unknown. Computerized corporate files of shareholder information yielded current addresses for 243 of those lost to follow-up, and through Directory Assistance, telephone numbers were obtained for 152. Vital status was ascertained by telephone for 146 of the 370 members of the cohort whose status had been unknown.